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Marital Diversity and Happiness among
Employed People in Thai Society:
Happiness with or without Marriage?

Sirinan Kittisuksathit™, Priya Phloiraya™™*

Abstract

This article examines the happiness level among the employed people across marital
statuses including single, married living together, married living apart, cohabitating, widowed,
and divorced/separated. This study used secondary data from Round 2 (July to December, 2013)
of ‘the Happiness Watch in Thailand, 2011 -2014’, conducted by the Institute for Population and
Social Research, Mahidol University. The study sample includes 7,529 employed people aged
between 18 -69 years, working in the public and private sectors. The ANOVA method was used
in the analysis. Results show that most of the employed people are in young age (18 - 33 years),
or so-called Gen Y. The majority are either single or cohabitating. Most of them are
satisfied with the quality of life and have a high level of happiness. The analysis found differentials
of happiness across marital diversity among the employed people. A striking finding is that married
people living together have the highest level of happiness, while cohabiting people have the lowest

level of happiness.

Keyword: Happiness, Employed people with marital diversity
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anuguiiudeiinnaulssaun anuguiennuidauastszaunnsaifiiindudosnseudarinlid
AMUBUR AuBUTN wazawBlela (A3 wazAudun, 2566) vaunifinaiu mawsenuiinaunon
AoanudduresIngiifigs Wnaningnasin Taemlduds Aumawnsadsufldognensuas
suysaldieagludinumeny wiiazanoglusanunisaliivainnats e Mstsuwasunsmdudin
anudla Anudela AnusuRnTause sadssadyfulavemifinnseu nnawnoeeianain
Wudesnsuiviifiennuguludiansusdeuiedy (Zimmermann & Easterlin, 2006) usnannil
ganudnuaudRszauyAna 917 81y WA §aNUAMNIINGY SERUANTANE AudNiusAUANUEY
TudszifiuSasrsauasiiuamsrinen msfnsfisuan nui AseuesdinansenussAuhOund AN
3 Tnpiamzegneds matapeggnidn laedaneasiienugaluinaseunsafieglunseumnuidouas
Uszmdiinnuansnsouadesndumznitiveenssen wasfivnauladie anuguoesdndelud
ANURIRUSAUAIUATWANIYIN (Lee & Ono, 2012)

FapulnefuwilduvosnsuwdsuudasrdonluiBoansusenuuaziinaseuas wu sanaulan
fifinannduluiiaatiu Tasemnslugunds nsldFingsauAulaeliuseu (Cohabitation) vosrugulnal
flannduguiu (Fugnsihseiauasmsifaudenedeny, 25650; Jampaklay & Haseen, 2011) Tudany
puAiu uATefruINTTyI Mesdspiulagliussnuiuanumsaifigudseiiaznaneiduaseua
flidup 1wy Andhvueud (Fitzgibbons, n.d.) szui wWinfeglunseussaineuisgssiulagliusenu
Momadudinfiddymmesiuansuaiviednla uaziiammedeny WU Eneuandn 1A3un Lazaen
nnlseBounanedy genddndiegluaseuadifivawliusenuiy

sonunmanssvasaungluiagiiu AfinannrangguuuusnasananIznuaaTinnInuaTa wWswgha
fapun MU aguane uazaninUsengl uasslifinsfamannind aounmansaiiuensneiul
finuifedasiuniolisdels AU uguLazAMMNTIRTBIALNIU NaMSANBIANIATIAS “TDA0
sanunsainugueuinaululssmealng s2wine T w.e. 2654 fis 26577 Wun AurOULssULAZes
oy fAAzuunedsrNNgIgeiign senndpsiuivlunsdnTall 2565 waz 2556 vausfiAuriney
filinssnundagieiu Tmazuuueasnnugamfigalunsdsial 25666 wazaunauiing1ie wio
LLEJﬂ‘I/I’NﬁJquﬁ’mzLLUULQﬁBﬁWQ@IﬂﬂWiﬁWi’JQﬂ 2556 (LRAUNA NQUAUN ATUNT WaZAIUUY, 2555; NQUau

AFuns AT wazleduna, 2556; ATUNT ASUWY WANNA waTAIYAUN, 2557; UMW AW Laduna
NYAUN hAZIATUNT, 2557)

unanwdl aulafnmanugauazensfiswelalununmdinaurhauiilaaunmansanainnans
Tudemulng Werszlosdlunmsnasnunisaiassuadvayulfauhouifiaauawausanainnais
Theuiennugs Wesawannuguinssunss mawsgdivlauazounanuesgnnauluaseun’s saud
WionsAnwrpzanesrnw;Bassaumnansaludsanesaly
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AtUMWB3C

mﬁﬂizﬂawmﬁ’%ﬁ%ﬁ’mmmw%’im Taun fadsannedenutBen1nz3de (Objective well - being)
FafsafasiufanssumemulATegia MeldvesinieniaEou LaTENTIUILANNAZAINGNG LAY
faETanIedenuLBea A de (Subjective well - being) TAgdpsiuMTIaANURsHala ANUIRN FUAR
wazanuinlaluszduyeea Tudewssiinfidugaiasnunseunss Weugs uazanasguanuiuey
T TnluEewasmItszauaudIEa ANNDABAAY LazANLAYAALIY TINFEIAMITOLLATATEUAT
mMIvszfiudedrdvaguuiugusasminenuanuidila aAnuddn wazmsnsuausswasyAnalasTily
ylafdiaBenneAdunadnidueguiugusasuuuasuanaiiogluguesnslirasuuuanufiela
mstszfiuanufianelanazaandinvesiadinse Aifuadas (Andrews & Whitey, 1976)

wananil aunnEInunsusazyAnatusgiuuSunmeSa Jaiussan wazAdudlunaiidug waz

£ s o

TANURUAUSAVARIINY ANUAARIY LazsnAsIUAikAazAUMMUATY MTInAMANEInUITAaUMY

=1 an v s

ffnang fell 1) TAsnugeanny 2) fRmMuguanan 3) ARmuanuduRusnedeey uaz 4) o
) &

a

ANNWINADY 5) ARAULATHFNANIININY 6) AAFUATEUATY 7) FRMUNNIYINY 8) HRAUAIANLAZ
maflaausan 9) Rfumaiaun 10) Tsmuasgana 11) fsuila way 12) fisunslids (Bunge,
1975; Cummins, 1996; WHO, 1995; European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and

Working Conditions, 2004; A3y WRAUNA NIYIUT WAZITUNT, 2557)

@

A3AnENTRRUAT AU TN US AU AUATNEAA LUV LD DINT NI UTETY USENAUEN LAY

q

an o

mana1n o Jadefifienudaiusionuandintumsinanusnedidusdgneadn Ao e any sy
msfnw donunmansa 11eld e1geu naAe ninewdidengnulunsvivnuliby 2 T Saunndin
Tumsvihanusnwiauiifionganuanand 2 Buly waznirauidisanumnlan wihe nenis fnaunm
FAnlumsvhaudinninanuiisusauazegdeiu (857135, 2546) penelshnu mMsFnAMN IR
marhuzssdnawiheudunglusefUfoiinns ndowudn we oy aanumnaNss szAURns wag

JLYLIAINIIVINNUANNY ﬁizﬁwﬂmmw?ﬁmmﬁﬁwmﬂﬁLma@mﬁ’u (2lans, 2547)

AU

arwgalaevill Ao mafinnuddnniauan (Positive affect) wazanysnU3mIaANslFDEea3NLELD
muANNUIA UMW TRAURalase wasiliyanatufinnnudud wazduwsla Wl doslaivinlid
Fowdensou anugaszdiuldananuidnuazlszaunmsaiaseyanadn fanuduseuinnualnu
Finmsnu Fiamnsansa Wudu pnuguiuegiudszaunsaivosusiazeu feuansdaszsoanufionela
mammwmnmﬂumﬂi (Veenhoven,1997; Lyubomirsky et al., 2005; Brenner, 1975; Sheldon & Moore,
1968; Diener, 2000; A3Wuvl wazAWdW, 2557) nuAduiuanugulaeal wWoAULANAIeIZrIN
Auiianuguiuauilinnug Tae 6 Snwausiitinasannugue ninennsluiyana (Personal resource)
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yadnAM (Personality) UMUUMIAEIWEIR (Lifestyles) ANNUs130UWN (Longings) ANuBesil (Conviction)
LAZMILAAULATIUBeTNAMAN (Appreciations) (Veenhoven, 1984)

AWaulumsmmu

anugalumahauiuanuidniifadunsluinlasesyanaiinesussramansalfiindu
Tunsviu wBedszaumsaivesanalumaho Iiun ensBusudluny anufamelaluau wazan
nafesasulunmaviney (Warr, 1990 sneiisly Useyuding, 2561) daunnuguaesaurinnu mingi
Uszaunsal uazauidnvesaurhew Adosmsliaudufisndoauazaousvanauialy Tavinaulud
viuiisiupg Innuiani dhiislomalunmsinunegneigs IfisduTymifiuemngaun Tdiou
Smnuiiadsla Ifsuatannmsfineiiios Wiuanudasadsannmsinusshsssasuazsaiias @dur
LLazﬂu"Suq, 2557)

ANUIAANIANANINGUUIAAVBIUNANUT BeADIMTANININAWINOUREUANENTAUANGS
At azfiszduanuguimiioundasmeiundali st dusenude seivaug fudsBaszie sanummn
e wenandunanuhaueanUEsEINI LAz FIRNDU TDINgNTIBENeIY [ekA WA oy S2AY

mafine dszmasdns Swauliivianulussdnssngn wazaaunmEinawihay ldud ekl #ie
AseUATY FAIAN3RW TIN5 wazANgerieluEin

s:104uUd809d

msfnuniflddayanfunfiannmsdisasenii 2 9 2 ffudeyaseniaieunsngiam - Sunaw
WA, 2656 vaslaTens “Gumaaunisalanuguaurihauludszinelng T we. 26564 - 25577 diuns
TogaTuAdulsernTwasdeny unnedeuiing naldisdenuudisialineaundy (Mailed question-
naire) wuvtanzaslfeawinewlunihgnuuazesinsniay mmﬁy’ﬁg’im%ﬁa wazANAATUALTUAA
w3ernppa9lAsnT nszaalnnana waznunNauas T%’m’%mﬁai’mmmQmizﬁuqma HAPPI-
NOMETER #swaiunlauaasiAdolszannsuazdeny uninandoufinag Inadadinlundasdind [dwamwn
HNUNUASIRED 3 1A kaziinmImaaauAANNENATS (Validity) sazAnanusdesiy (Reliability)

o)

Ui JauAsIdumedenuenans @3Uus uazaudue, 2555)

nquinpdfldlunmsiesed ldud auhaufineuunud1ssa HAPPINOMETER auysalasu
nndafnn WU 7,529 318 AN 33 wipnw/eeins MdumAndetevedasims whsnu/eng
fana agflunmegaanIsINIHER MIMKAZNILENIT wazamTumsAnE

szauaugeaurney Tddagaandmonuiisafiamfisaniy “anuge” fe “Tasvmudaiaqiiu
anuguuewhusgluszaula Tannnum X szduanuguoeswinupuduazuuy 0-10 mudiviuisn”
(anmszney)
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NIYNAANIINTUNNVATOUAN miﬁmmqﬂumamﬁfa 3) BIn1INuU 8 4 fTin Ao MIzmIneutIIe
wiiau mansutrszniidumuimuana MmIsen Nuawaunatueldlundazifiou 4) Fiaasnu
i 15 f3¥n a1f Anufanslalufiviheuifssdannundon a¥afinis mMIdsud/Quifiauseng
wanzay Anusiuasluen@n AnusnuazANLLATLAnS “am waz 5) Anusailudin § 8 fTTe o0
FAaulaufianands anuaansalunsdanisioiian anuw3en asiiedy n1suausuiia
MIRDURNLLAN MITEANNTILMADaNAUlUgITY

mamruamAzsuWRayANLRelaiinne 5 37 Suunsendlu 4 99 Ap AzuuueATITHINg
0.00-24.99 Aapnufisnalamiign AzUUWRAYIERIIS 25.00-49.99 Fapnufisnalan AzuuuiRdy
33WINg 50.00 - 74.99 Aopufisnalags wazAzUUIRAIERINe 75.00 - 100 Aepnuflswalagsfian

sorumwansa Sy 6 naduAn 1) lan 2) wisnuwazayiiuiu 3) wsenuuslilfagdaei
4) lalustenuusiagsaeniu 5) wing waz 6) Wen3e/wennie/dni

wananll wan1sfinen Wiausdoyasulszang wsugiauazdeaudue spanguiange Bl
anuuy HAPPINOMETER wyaadayaiall Ao we 01 msfnmw $utuuns Ussamesing seuziaan
fivhawlussdnstiagiiu

sanidlunsimsesidoya [dun Amnud 3oz wazradn F-test seAsinzianunlsysiu
(ANOVA)

wanmsfAnm

anmumwausala:Ananuru:dU

dloflansanaaunmansarpanguisesauinaulunsfinet nudn Sowas 48.3 \ulan Sevas
39.5 wisnukaagsiuiy Sovar 2.8 wisnuuakildoddieiy Sopaz 52 hiwssuusiusgfiaiu
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Sopay 1.0 Junihe wazdorar 32 whiwwdodnuenneiy seslusnuvsmnguiogaduinds
wazazmidaduauineugulnl fie 01y 18-33 T wiaawiheungy Gen Y Snifisundeny 34-53 1
wiaAuYUNgy Gen X wasiitoafigafo nqueny 54-69 T wiaAuriheungy Gen BB (Baby boom)
fififissonas 4.8 awhowmaniiFeismundisamsfnmeoudneeluszige fe Honeded1i5ans
AnuIzAUY3Ie3 T09aeuAe Sanaz 23.3 dusanafnuszauiisaudnpmdadsematisdnsisndn
(1) wazdewaz 18.9 difamsfnmazdugeniUiaaned auwhnuiamusinueglumaiuazan
wnuliusnsneiy faseray 58.3 vhvumawnau wazsoay 41.7 sheumady dwszaznatringy

WU ATy 3-5 U seeanndavinaiuegsenine 1-2 ¥ Sauaz 27.8 (AN519 1)

A3 1 FPUATNGNFIDLAUUNANFD UM NALTARALAAN UL U

SAUANENTALATAMANIAZEUY AU (7,529) Sowaz

ANUNINAYTE

Tain 3,637 48.3

WAULAZREFUAY 2,972 39.5

wtea e bl ldag i 209 2.8

Tadusteamusagiaiu 392 5.2

nine 78 1.0

N/ WUANY/ AN 241 3.2
LV

uild 2,377 31.8

iBIN 5,107 68.2
JUDY

Gen Y (17 - 33%) 3,792 52.5b

Gen X (34 - 53 1)) 3,085 42.7

Gen BB (54 - 69 1)) 345 4.8
n3ANI

dszaw/lalld 5oy 177 2.4

588/ U9 1,749 23.3

pINIERILTE 526 7.0

USaune? 3,637 48.4

ganindIannd 1,418 18.9
IWIUYAT

Taig 4,279 57.4

11 eu 1,662 22.3
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A1919 1 (fD) F8ANANMBLNAIILUAMNEIIUANENTA AT ANAN LD

SAUANENTE LA AR NWAIZ DU AU (7,529) Sonaz
12 eu 1,282 17.2
1 3 Auduly 227 3.0
YszanypNpeAnsimasUfmnuDe
%5 3,138 417
WBNBU 4,391 58.3
seyznaUfTRueglupAnaiiagriy
Wpunin 11 48 0.6
1-27 2,058 27.8
3-59 3,960 53.b
6-917 236 3.2
10-2071 547 7.4
11NN 20 T 546 7.4
AUWowololuatumwiB3a

anuflanslalunaunmdinauienudulngeglussdfaelagadegeliqn Aoazuuu 50.00
guly Tegiamlufiianugoisludin waziiadiarmly Sanguiethedissdunnuiimelagmiagsdian
Sapaz 91.1 uay 83.0 mMuaA duTInn3u FInAsaundd wazinnstu Tsziuanufisnelagense
gefign owaz 79.7 Sovas 74.6 wariouaz 68.3 AMUAGL (M9 2)

A1379 2 Sagaznguiinee Muunmuanuieelalugunniialudfisne

3TAY ARRUANTIN o
A P, P, . P — AUNTINDTIR
. :1:’3@] BIAR . ‘ﬁ’)f BIAA ﬂ’)']ﬁ»li!j‘iﬂ’)\‘i 1&!3‘1"!7‘1‘5’8“
WQW@IQ ‘V]’JII] AIDVAII NI13INU n1INU Tumm
AR 0.3 34 5.4 15 0.4 0.3
i 16.6 22.1 26.3 188 8.5 133
g9 75.6 43.9 49.4 65.1 78.4 80.4
q9gn 7.4 30.7 18.9 14.6 12.7 6.0

amumwausanuauwowololuarumwiB3a

defansananunmanssivanuiiamelalupuandiadiuunnueda lagldsuanuiimela

'
oo o

seAUM/AMge wazgy/gefian sty Welihesensieus wui Tulf@iamly waziinnieunsa
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ngufegsiwdsuLareeisfuiugausaiisziunufianslaluingsludnaduiigsiiqn (Sopaz 86.7
wazdoray 87.1 muady) dwdaginnsduty nqusesiidulantirnufienslalufinlusziugs
Tudndaufigeiign (3owaz 71.9) lurazilulidianmseu nquiededidunielinnufieelaludin
Tuszivgeludndauiigefign (Sovaz 89.7) wazgavnelfinnuymisludin nquierefiumenuuay
sgjeiuiuganss waznquiingneidulaniinnufianelaludialussivgeludndiuiigeiigarig iy
(3pmaz 92.0) (A1 3)

A1379 3 SagaznguipeuunmusziuanuisnalalunuaNEIaLas A UANALIS

) kol kol kol fanusjende
aanu F3analyl ASBUASD AN Y A139U Tudin
ANNENTE ; ; ; ; ;
mt]* gq** mt]* gq** mt]* gq** mt]* gq** mt]* gq**
Iam 18.7 81.3 33.8 66.2 28.1 71.9 22.3 77.7 8.0 92.0
ENNU A DY
. W “ 13.3 86.7 12.9 87.1 32.2 67.8 16.8 83.2 8.0 92.0
AT
WEL b6 Lol L6
e o 18.2 81.8 37.3 62.7 35.4 64.6 17.2 82.8 14.4 85.6
pHRHR
Talwpaauusng
. o N 22.7 77.3 29.8 70.2 42.6 7.4 26.0 74.0 145 85.5b
AU
Pt 19.2 80.8 21.8 78.2 51.3 48.7 10.3 89.7 1156 88.6
WY/ YNNG/
- . 20.3 79.7 35.7 64.3 46.9 h3.1 24.9 75.1 12.9 87.1
ANAY

wNBwe: i manede muazign " ge nanedle geuasgeiian
S:AUAJEY

szduauguluiil iunsanuausdn a g demauisn Jadumsazioulamzanuidn
Wudwlng Feupnsreainasanufmanufeiuguandinseifne ifigazduannuidnuas
Uszaumsallagsauiiinuanianuasees93invenoy HAANAANTINNTZAIANNGRBFAIDNLFE?
wud luawsan sefuanugrensaurihaudiawaswint 5.76 Feeglusziuthunare disfimsanszeu
ANUEVVDINGUFIDENIAUTNUTMUNANNEINUATNELTH WU AednsziuaNuguEssannannllm
tio sl Ae naufegeiussnuLazagfsiufinzuuusiuANUgYgeTign (5.80) sasaunds Aulan
(6.74) auldunihe (5.61) Aulinen31e Wiouanmeiu (6.61) aullusenuusldldogsaeiy (5.58) waz
aurhawfibiwdsnuussgAussfulidedssziuanuguiian (4.81) nammadeumeaan F - test
MeABIATzsiANuLYsUTU (ANOVA) wudn Aedessdiuanuguaasnguiegneifisanuawanss
fiwannanziiu ﬁﬂaﬂmumnﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂaﬂwqﬁﬁbéﬂﬁﬁﬂhﬂaﬁﬁﬁszﬁu p<0.001 Winnandndunis Aaszsv
ANUFIAANNFUTUSALEUANEUTH (11579 4)
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M99 4 F’hﬂzLLu‘Lﬁ%ﬁUﬂ’J’méﬁlﬂu‘Vi’N’m UNAUEIUANANTE

TTAUANNFVVDIAUTINGIY F —test
ADUANENIE ; ;
ALRAY ALDEeUNINTFIU (p-value)
1an 5.74 2.15
usiegaaiu 5.80 2.24
wsislaiagAaei 5.58 2.27 4.20
Talustenuusiogjeany 4.81 2.25 (p<0.001)
e 5.61 2.25
N/ WynNIg 5.61 2.25
33U 5.76 2.20

%

dlovhmsmadsuauwanatesznIneAeaeiduseg (Post hoc tests) #apABn13wpe Scheffe

]
[ aana

wun auvihswiidulantuauiidunie fszrupnuguuansinsuageiivgdnneaifnszey p<0.05
AuyhauTiwdsnuuazagfmeiuiuauihauidunineg Tsedoanuguuanssiuagnedidusdgnieadn
flaziufiszdin p<0.01 Auvheuiibiussnuusagdeiuuazawhnuiidunie Sszduenuguuansiieiu
pehaditusddmesdiffiszfiufiszdin p<0.01 Tnppurhewiifsanunmanssndneilisziuaugsnii
auldn uazAufudsuuazegfai uiawhauifsaumnausanihafissianugugeniiauinmu

AlsuseusaLfIuil (11319 5)

U

o @

M54 5 AADITADANNADIDIAUINIL SlUnANEaUANALSE wazAndudAymeaiiannng

o

LRI B R TG TR Bt DN AT

NAATNATLRAYITAUAMNEYITNINN

ALaAe : WA . ,
o N - Taiusie . Wen/
SOTUANANIE 20U - Tsing e nang
EMIBAY o 2EAENU WEANIY
AN v ALY v
1an 5.74 0.967 0.958 0.694 0.016* 0.976
usieag ey 5.80 - 0.872 0.897 0.009** 0.904
wsshingfaniu 5.58 - - 0588  0.212 1.000
Tdussnuagsaiu 4.81 - - - 0.004** 0.626
wing 5.61 - - - - 0.160

a

wnewe: * TudAmeadanszin p<0.06 ** TadAneadinfisss p<0.01
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asunasonusiawa

£

nqupnNswesIFnIiA AW Lidiany 18 - 69 T finnunainnanemesaunwaNTa naa
Ao Ieuiiiulan (3puaz 48.3) uwisnuuazagdei (asar 39.5) wisnuuslilfagsedu (Govaz 2.8)
Talwssnuusiogdaaiu (Sopaz 5.2) wihy ($oway 1.0) wazngdrirwdaldnsuenmeiu (Sovas 3.2)
Wundglannninmy fongeglugu Gen Y uazfimsfnmnszduuaanedtuly Syasdes 1 au dwlng

viuaglunaensy wazinuaglussdnstiaqiu 3-5 9 dawlwgfienufianalanaandinluszdivgs

AUINLTUDNY Gen Y lidnazvihaulunmesgniawnsu dawlngsreiogdluniunfiesiude
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